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PARALLEL 


Between the 


Ancien and New Perf ECUTOTS, 


97A oi ORVTHE 


| Portraiftixe of LE WIS XIV 


I | In ſome of his | - 
CRYELTIES and BARBARITIES. v 


4 was in the heat of the Perſecution of the Prote- 

>. turches of Fyance', that I firſt read Laftantinr's 
"'Relition * of 'the Death: of. the Primitive Perſecu- 
tors, The Cruelties praQifed -in his Age -upon' the 
Chriſtians, and revived in ours with ſo much inhuma- 
nity upon our Brethren in:France\, put me'upon the 
ehoughts: of making a Paralie} between the Ancitve. Perfecu- 


tors Lalt entins of, and our worſe A4era ones uhden 
s XIV. A indeed 3 was the more tempted to it, by the 
Teens I fonnd mage Vo ood omen _ 


s C lnſtranve 
no mp rngt Perak Lend ary rage 
Shs a \ G altered my Deſign, bermeſe I'chbughe ſuch a 


5g was fufficiently done > TJ yery conciſely. in- that 
"wy Preface. 
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_ Preface, "And 1 had #4 a in the Kos whe -*tha.. 

that an Account of the new Pores ities ER France, 

- upon the Proteſtants of the Lower "being-come td | 
"my hand, and being ſo. earneſtly icited. to publiſh 432, T1. ©71 
think it will not be-amiſs to prefix'to ita much larger Cont 

pariſon -between thoſe: Tyrants, 'that we may ſee how like 
the French King is to the Ancient Perſecutors, and: that he- 
follows/theif ſteps not only in the Perſecution, but alſo in.alt” 
their? other 'Vices ;-if hei.does .not-far exceed” them. '+1 have _ 
been ſo mugh the more induced to this, by the ſtrange pro- 
ceedings of a certain Pirtyr:amongſt ys, who yer pretendi 

to be Proteſtants, are yet nevertheleſs eager to fall down [ 
and Worlbip the Goldefh Imager ofrſuch a Mon afar this, and | 

| forgereiah what they owe'to-their' God, : to* 

under whom they lead quiet and AXY Lives , and to 

their Country, are forid of Biayi their King, the Ene- | 

my of Mankind , the Invader of the Liberties of Emrope, and i 

thatiever 

wo in the ani Peas ons Cn} cuenta et the 
Characters Laftentins gives of the Perſecutors-of the Primi: 

tive Church, with the” Method: they made uſe of in- their 4 
Perſecution, and afterwards I'll ſhew Keproa's hoy be os 


ep ns ke: it in the | 
$e00s 5 | 


ds pefedly -Igte E. with" the French, Bing on 
taken the very fame Meaſures £6 deſire 
- gion in his Kingdom, as the former took 
Rowan Empire. | But becauſe the World, 
greater perfeftion; Fil ſhew alſo that this 
exceeded nr 4g wy F aerien's 20g; Or 


any-o; wy. Fi vl, " +16] 

--The Charadters Lelkomich Aa; of his je Bf 
theſe ; * 1. That they were additted to the Bru be 4 on j 
Pleaſures. 2+ That they ruined their Subjelbs #, 


ak ma Brinn yy maintaining - vaſt . 
= Wars ſome Puſilarmity,. or at. i 

ty re þ ane op ES ah. 
Flatreries conld be aide them 5. and 
Slorious Txtleiy even mere Fighbeny 


* - 4 * 
6% - 


43+ 


= F 
aL AEES , 
A 


\ 63) 
profuſe in the raiſing of coſtly Buildings, 6. That thiy were ſuc- 
ceſsful for many Tears together imthere undertaking 1. nd Lalty p 
That they had Fearful, Snperſtitions, and Cruel Temperr Thieſe 
are” the CharaQters of' thoſe® Ancient Perſecutors '>* I' 'muſt 
obſerve now what was the pretenee of their perfecutions; and 
—»- method they made ufe of to compaſs their: horrid 
What the pretence of their Perſecntions was, we may read in 
an Eh of Myximian himſelf quoted by Laitanus and Evſeditss 
In his Eccleſiaſtical Hiltory, L9.8.Chap.'.in which: *tis ſ#id,7har 
the Chriſtians having forſakgh the Rekipio# of thejr ForefatÞers, and 
framed new Laws tfgovern themfetves by, rhe Enerors thought 
themſelves obliged to Publiſh their EdiCts ro force them toyetarn to 
their firſt Inſtitutions. The meaſures they took to compals their 
Deſign' were theſe: 1. They pulled down the Chriſtian 


.Churches, 2. They declared the Chriſtiansiticapable' of all 


Honours, Trufts-, or Offices; either -Giyil + or Military. 
3-| They put them out of the! protection of the Law, imfo. 
much. that they could" not ſue for any iffjuries' done them. 
4- Afterwards they commanded all the Chriſtians to abjure 
their Religion. 4. But ſeeing that they ſtood firm to their Rules, 
they practiſed all the Cruelties imaginable upon them. 
6thly.and Laftly. All the Books of the Sacred Scripture, they 
could find, were barne by their NQrders. Having thus obſerved 
the Characters of thoſe Primitive Perſecutors 3 the pretence of 
their Perſecution, and'the method they made uſe of to deſtroy 
the Chriſtian Religion, I muſt give you now a plain 1a of 
this Frexch King, and ſhew what has been his pretence in Per. 
ſecuting, with ſo much Inhumanity, his Proteſtant SubjeCts; 
and what meaſures he has taken to aboliſh the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion in bis Kingdom. 


1. Ithink it will be very needleſs to ſhew, how that the French 
King, has delivered himſelf up to the Brutalities" of ſenſual 
; For who is unacquainted with his many Adulteries? 

And who has-not heard of the famons Ladies, 'La /aliere, 
Fontanie, and-Monteſpan, and of the many Children he has gor 
by them ? But I cannot paſs oyer this Subject without obſer- 
ving, That the Lady Momteſpan being Married to a Noble 


French * 


"75 


French man, and-the French King Married too, he has com- 


wicked blackeſt of all Adulteries. 1 do not read in Hiſto- 
== Lattenzins ſpeaks of, have been guilty of 


ry, ; | 
l a they were leſs 
rd yrny ths: Ba ſpp hey could plea:in 


their defence the es of their Ar Whereas Lewis 
the XKIVth. cannot have ſuch an excuſe, living under the ſeeming 
of..a Chriſtian Religion ; which though very much 
pted,, yet informs him, that Adultery is one of the 
rimes in the ſight of God ;, and that ic'is in expreſs 
xrbidder T' Law:l hope this is enough, without deing 

ak of the Lady Maintenor, "ſorge believing-thar 


| 4 2. | Tam next to-prove, That the Fremcb King has ruined his 


Impoſitions, agd heavy Taxes formaintain- 


ing his va Armies : , and Age = bs er ont with as much eaſe, 


as I nave dogg, _ New Gharles the great was Em- 
peror of Fg ayd of Fraps; yet be.never 
Peace near:-Foys hundred thouſand men, 


as this Fo done. Every body knows how : vaſt a 


charge Army needs be to the French People z for 
their g not-as yet (as eyer I heard of ) found. the 
Fil &r's . Scone , *cis their Blood, and the. ſwear of their 
es their Money, that muſt maintain this-prodigi- 

bes of Soldiers, , the. Tools uſed for their Slayery, 

og the ey Ambion of their Prince.' The bare Liſt of 


wwo8 che gp 6bls pref King, i2-otoagh 


lation. of: —_ => on 4 trne idea _m_ the: 
and a af Wy bars lapoltions » Let me'only{ 9b 
you, wbatwas the Annual Revenue of Lewis the Xlth, Cho 
ſufficiently -invaded the Liberties of his People z, and'that of 
Lew the X1Ilth. and afterwards we ſhall ſce-whas hat of 'the 
preſent French King amounts to,.T neon "vv 

the Xlth.w A ions, n bundred, thouſand Li. 
vers ;,,bux that Sum being fc heavy, upontthe Nation, 

in his, Son King Charles ghe won. Rejany his'Revenue at 


«the deſire of the States of Parliament Aſembled at Towrs, was 


| reduced 
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| (5) 
redyced to Two millions, five hundred thoufand' Livers. But 
ſince that time the Revenues of the Kings of *Fravre have pro- 
digiouſly increaſed, as thoſe Prince's infatiable thirſt after 
the-Slayery of their People, infomuch that the late King Lewis 
the XNlth. his Revenue amounted to Five andfifty millions of 
Lyne . But that Sumbeing then thought, with a reag deal 
of Reaſon, to be highly exorbitant," the: French Nation' com. 
plained yery much,of the bard uſage they received" from their 
King : But what would they give now to haye facha-one, ſince 
evrh his Exorbitance was tolerable, "nay, eaſy and gentle, in 

pariſon with that of their preſent Oppreſſor ? For as the 
world is ſaid to refine every day upon us, and much to exceed 
the Ancient ; fo this French King, finding ſuch'a Sum too lit- 
tle for his vaſt Projefts and Deſigns, hath , thronph a moſt 
tranſcendent refinedneſs in Politicks , contrived a ttiouſfand 
ways to drain his Peoples Purſes, and hath attained to ſach a 
ſogular and maſterly perfeftion in this Art , that now his' 
Annual Revenue, according to the ſtate of the Royal Trea- 
fures, Amounts to near a Hundred and fifty millions. © And if 
we take into conſideration this ene perm Sum, together with 
what comes to the Clergy, we ſhall not be ſarprized at the- 
miſerable condition of the French Nation (eſpecially in this 


time of War) for want of Trade. 


3- Thope the French Kiog is very like to-the Perſecutors of 
La, a to the. two preceding Chariers.'” Let us ſee - 


preſerve 
; If nog 

Liig goes beyond 
wy Cowtrdice.: Treadin the 
| ſen, oupht Vicious,/arid's Perſecy- 


Battel in Armenis. And' yet notwithſtanding thoſe TE” 
| j 


CE #7 
l 


gious F 
Fed rev he gh that;place. Tcould quote a Hand 
eſcription he gives 9 » Ico Obe a. 

other latacesgf this natuce,.. but I muſt. forbear, "for fear 5 

being too tedious :: However, Thope the. Readet will not take 

it amis-if 1 ſhew him how Monfiexr Peliſſon (one of the Acaderky. 

of Paris ) ſpeaks of his Maſter, in a Panegyrick « oyoagend | 

t "fi 

and 


« 
- 


Ac 
him, 208 RN Printed in the laſt Ealing Lp mo 
ons. al that , Aodemy. * Anmiquity 4 lays he, 4 gredV and” 
noble newardh in ſtore for Heroes, _— A. Apotheoſis, Ines | 


lation of theminto the number of the Gods, At the Funeral of one *P 


#; 


& 28 


CHF © 

of -the© greateſt of their Emperors, there was one of the Pattichan 
Family, who Swore, That he ſaw the Emperars Soul fly up to Heaven 
in a moſt ſplendid Triumph. The ſame Anojents 4magined, That 
the Souls or Genii of theſe Heroes did overſee and influence the 
great Attions here below, and were of the ſwifteſt agility in going 


. about this their charge : But ſure I am, if ever any Prince deſerved 


ſuch an Apotheoſir, Or Tranſlation into the Number of the Gods, our 
Invincible and Auguft Monarch merits it in a tranſcendent degree z 
all bis ations are Godlike, and bis influence on the whole Aﬀairs of 
Europe are ſo uneverſal, that he ſcems to participate of the Nature 
and Power-of that Univerſal Intelligence that rules all ſublunary 
things; Such expreſſions are*certainly impious, but yet they 
are yery + modeſt in compariſou of theſe which follow a 
little after in the ſame Panegyrick. If theſe ' Pagans, who 
fondly wonld have ſacrificed to the Two Apoſtles, and ſaid of them, 
the Gods are come down among us, had been the eye witneſſes of 
the mighty Aftions of Lewis le Grand, which contain ſo many 
Lintaments of a Deity, they would have had more reaſon to have 
eretted Altars to this Divinity of France, than to all thoſe of An 
riquity, If this be | not Blaſphemy, | am then to learn 
where it may-be found, or what it is that we call Impiety : 
And ſure 1 am, that 'Diocletian himſelf was not fo guilty in 
aſſuming the Title of Gods fince he had the examples of 
Caligula and Domitian, to juſtifie-him in that ſhameful piece 
of vanity, | by the like in-tlioſe his Two Predeceſlors; 
*Tis ſaid alſo of that 'Heathen Prince, that to appear more 
like God to the People, he was wont to wear a Suit ſet 
thick with Precious Stoges z And has not this vanity too 
been imitated by the preſent French King when he gave 
Audience to the Ambaſſadors of Siam? 


5- Latantize ſays, That the Primitive Perſecutors were pro- 
fuſe in the raiſing of coſtly Buildings, and ſo is this French 
King, That ingenious Writer obſeryeth, That Diocletian 
laid many Taxes on ſeveral Proyinces, to build in Nico» 
media fine Palaces for himſelf, for his Wife, and for his 
Daughters, and- an Hippodrome, an Arſenal, and a Mint-bouſe*: 
Bog what were thoſe Buildings in compariſon with thoſe 
of this/French King , if en $ the yery lay 

Antily 7 ne 


, FS) 
Bu - al one imployed- at Yerſailles, caſt near * Thirty Millions ? 
: fm He obſerveth alſo, That no ſooner were thoſe Buildings 
" ling. finiſhed, but he found ſome fault or other in them, and 
' then, he cauſed them-'to be all pulled down again , to re- 

build afcer..ancther manner , according to a - new Caprice 


ſecured from other Alterations. * And. is. not this a lively 
Picture of rheimadneſs of this French King?Havye not the Lowvre, 
Verſailles and Triemnon, been buils and pulled down ,” and 
afterwards rebuilt, and then levelled with the ground ſe- 
veral times over? So like-is Zdwss the XIVth. ro that Ape 
cient Perſecntor. I haye done withi this Subjeft when I 
have related a paſlage which proyeth how profuſe the French 
King hath been for the beautifying his Palaces, The pro- 
poſal, made _to-bim fort this Machsre which draws the Wa- 
ter from- the River Seine near AMarly,'to the Water-ſpouts 
of Verſailles 3. was looked upon at firſt. as that made formerly: 
to. Alexander about Mount Avhbes 4; not ' however ſo much 


Sums of: Money which were demanded to bring it to its 

perfection ; and therupon his Wiſe Councellors endeayoured 

to: diſſwade him from ſo coſtly a deſign z but he asked- 
_ them, Whether they believ'd the thing was poſlible ? And 

upon their Anſwering, 'That they thought is. might be ſo 

in, it ſelf, but not. in the circumſtances his Exchequer was 
# | in;. Well then, ſaid the ' King, ſince that Machine is poſſible, 
s., I will have it, and it ſhall be done, if there be any Maney 
*Treoft at feſt f France. * | | 


above 6oo0 [, W 
and ſince 6. LaFtantins obſerveth, That the Primitive Perſecutors were 


above 15000. ſucceſiful for many Tears togetber, but their” end was deplorable : 
every Year. Upon which, . though. do not pretend to determine what 
will be the End of this Frexch King, yet I fay, he is fo 
like thoſe Ancient Monſters, as well in his Succeſſes , as 
in. all the other preceding Characters, that 'it will not 
be ſo impertinent as it may ſeem at firſt, to believe that 
the.' Exiz..iof (his Impious Life may' be: inia very . Tragical 


cut9cs. That he: has' been ſucceſeful for theſe aofbane, 
"LM | | I thin 


that came in his. head, though even then they were not - 


P for the difficulty of that Machine, as for the prodigious: 


manger, [as well as theirs -were,- who wete the Primigive'Perſes: 


(9) 


I think no body can deny ; and if we but caſt our eyes 
upon his prodigious Conqueſts,” we muſt confeſs, that con- 
ſidering the: circumſtances'of the preſent times, they are 
more conſiderable , than thoſe of the Perſecutors we ſpeak. 
of: All things have ſmiled upon him near theſe Thirry 
years laſt, and *tis upon that 'account ' his Flatrerers have 
ſaid, that he is the Soyercign diſpoſer of the Fate of the 


* World. 


7. I come now to the laſt Charafter Latantivs gives of 
his Perſecutors', viz. That they had Fearful, Superſtitions , 
and Cruel Tempers;, and T am to ſhew that this French King 
is of the like Complexion too : But having already proved 
that he wants Conrage, I have at the ſame time ſhewed how 
Fearful his Temper was, and how little he deleryed the 
Title of a Warltke Prince. As to his Superſtition, 1 hope 
I necd 'not to fay any thing upon that Topick , ' for who 
is ignorant. of -it? Truly he muſt be Souperſticious to the 
laſt degree, and whblly unacquainted with God's Mercy, 
who believes or hopes to obtain the forgiveneſs of his 
many repeated Adulteries, and other Sins, by commitrting 
new Crimes under the falſe- pretences of Converting Here- 
ricks, Though Nero, Domitian , and Maximian have been: 
fo Cruel, that it ſeems their Succeſſors mult yield "to. 
them in Inhumanityz yet here is a new Competitor who 
is like to win the prize from them all: This Rival is 
Lewis the XIVth. for if we compare his Cruelties ( with- 
out - exagerating the matter in the leaſt ) with thoſe 
of the Primitrve Perſecutors, we (hall find that he is 
far ſaperior to them. I muſt ſer aſide at preſent the Cru- 
elties praiſed under- pretenct of Religion, to conſider of 
thoſe - committed vpon other acconnts. Indeed I read in 
Hiſtory, That thoſe execrable Monſters put to Death a 
great many of their Sybjefts upon frivolous pretences, and 
that 6ne of ther had a mind to fet'Rowe on Fire; but I donot 
find © any © Pradts- of | their Inhymanity ſo frightful as the 
Ribbiſh atid 'Aſhes of Frankendal, Manbein, Spire, 'and Worms. 
But perhaps it will be objefted, That this is not 'a good 
proof of this - French: King's- Croelties, for thoſe Places be- 

| B 2 longing 
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fongiog. to his Enemies , the Military Law allows ſuch ſes 
vere. Treatment. To this I Anſwer, That the. Military 
Law allows no ſuch Aftions among Chriſtians , nor bas- it 
ever been allowed to deſtroy a. Country by Fire and Sword 
in that Inhuman manner this French King has. deſtroyed the 
Palatinate 3- where ſo many People of all Ages and conditi- 
ons have been Murthered 3 where ſo 'many Towns haye 
been Plundered and Burnt, notwithſtanding the Words and 
Aſſurances given them by the Dolphin himſelf at their Ca- 
Pitulations 3 and where ſo many Churches and Reli- 
gious Houſes, as well as the Prince*s Palaces have been 
deſtroyed, and leyelled with. the ground, and all this 
almoſt without any Declaration of War. | 


What I have ſaid is ſufficient, I hope , to- make a- erue 
Parallel between the Perſecutors of the Primitive Church, 
and -one of this Age, and to convince all the world, thag 
there is an extream likeneſs betwixt them. I ſhall there- 
fore now proceed to inquire , into what haye. 
been the French King's pretences to this Bloody Perſecuti- 
on of the Proteſtants of his own Countrey. Lhave already ob-- 
ſerved in the beginniog of this Parallel, That the firſt Chri/tians 
were Perſecuted under pretence that they bad forſaken the Reli- 


gion of their forefathers, and framed new Aſſemblies, and new: 


Laws ; whereby the Emperors had been forc'd to publiſh their 
Edies, to oblige them to return to their firſt Inſtitutions: And 
I muſt deſire you to obſerye here, That "cis upon the yery 
lame account that the ;French Hugonats. have been ſo Cru.. 
elly Perſecuted in our Days. Are we not accuſed for. 
having forſaken the Religion of our fore-fathers, and to, 
have rejefted the precepts of our dear Mather the Church?, 
Are we not charged with having framed new Laws, and 
new Aſſemblies to govern our ſelyes by, and to break the. 
Union of the Church? And is is not upon this account 
that the Tyrant of France has Publiſh'd likewiſe his Edi&s 
to oblige the Proteſtants of his Kingdom, to return to 
. their fr # Inftieutions ;, that is to fay, to the Profeſſion of 
the Romer Catholick Religion, from which he ſuppoſed 
abey were wilfully , and, without any ground, . oe ? 

| ; [4 
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But- let us -hear what the French King fays himſelf-in the 
Preface of that famous Edi :given in Oftober 1635. to: re» 
al that of Nants, He ſays, That Hemy the LV. bis Grand- 
ather bad ro other deſign in putting forth the Edit, called 
de Nantes, than to leſſen the Averſion which was between 
the Proteſtants and the Catholicks, to be thereby enabled 
to effect more ſucceſsfully the Reunion of the ſaid Prote- 
.ſtants to the Church of Rome, from which they had depart- 
ed upon ſuch ſlight pretences. That bis Father Lews XIVL. 
had the ſame deſign, and that be himſelf ſince his coming 
to the Throne, had endeavoured the. ſame thing, but with 
that good effet, that the greateſt and the moſt conſiderable 
part of his Subjets were dutifully return'd tothe Profeſſion 
of the Religion of their Fore-fathers. . Having thus obſerved 
that the Charaters of the Ancient Perſecutors,- and that of 
the Modern, are ſo like; : and that the pretence of their Per-= 
ſecution is the ſame; | intend to conſider -in this- place the 
Method the French King has taken to compals -his deſign , 
that we may ſee if the Parallel between them is exaCt in all 
its parts. . 


1. We have ſeen-in the firſt place; that the Perſecutors 
began their . Perſecution againſt+ the Chriſtians by pulling 
down their Churches; and here we muſt again obſerve, that- 
this French King. began to perſecute the Hugonots by-the 
very ſame method. ?Tis true it-was not with ſuch Rage 
as the Heathens. ſhewed on this occaſion z it was with ſome. 
colourable appearance of Juſtice , -which- was ſtill worſe 
than an open Violence, oy the Proteſtants were obli- 
ged to be at yaſt Charges to make good their Titles, and 
yet for all that they were afterwards Condemn'd , and 
is no wonder . indeed, ſince their Enemies were their 
Judges. In fine then, the moſt. part of the Proteſtang 
Churches .were pulled down under a frivolous: pretence , 
ve. That they were eſtabliſhed againſt the Diſpoſition of 
the Edits, or becauſe ſome MMahomergns had been preſent in 
the Aſſemblies, which was prohibited by an. Edict given. - 


"* in.16%0.. 
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2. The: Chriſtians were declared duting the Pramuzve 
PFerſecutions, incapable of all Honours, 'and Publick Truſts, 
and Offices, as well Civil -as Militery ; and the French 
Proteſtants have been treated with the ſame Inhumanity 
by their Prince, which I am now to prove. Les Chambres 
de i Egitt , which were Soveraign- Courts , compoſed of 
an equal number 'of Proteſtants, and Romaniſts , - and” to 
which the Cauſes -of the Proteſtants were referred, were 
ſopprefſed , and afterwards #11 the Inferior Judges of the 
Kingdom. In a word, all Civil Offcers and Magiſtrates; 
thar- were Proteſtants, were tofned by force out of- their 
Imployments. The Military Officers wete-not, I confeſs, 
vfed. with ſo much ſeverity, for there was no Declaration 
come forth againſt them z but” however they were- obliged 
to leave their Service, becauſe they could not hope to come 
£0 any great Prefermentz the Office of 'a Captain bein 
their greareſt reward, notwithſtanding their long, faithfh], 
continued Services. To all thoſe Vexarions, pe added 
another no leſs cruel and unjuſt; the Proteſtants were for- 
bidden ia ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom to Exerciſe any 
Trade or Art, in order to take away from them all means 
of petting their Livelihood , and induce” them: to turn Pa; 
piſts, The King himſelf by a Declaration in 1680. prohi- 
bited all the Proteſtants to praQtice the Art of Midwifry. 
What can be' imagined more unjuſt and croel than the Per. 
fecurion of France? What), I ſay , more cruel and unjuſt 
can be imagined, than to deprive fo many Magiſtrates of 
their Offices ? - What more cruel than to prohibit Protes 
ſtants the Exerciſe of the Nagural Gifts God had endowed 
them with to get their Livelihood ? . And what more unjuſt 
and oppoſite to the. Chriſtian Chatity, than'to throw ſo 
many Men into the loweſt Poverty, and force them to beg 
their Bread? And all this againſt the expreſs terms of the 
Edift of ' Nantes, where one iy read the following words' 
in the 27th Article, We declare the Proteſtkmts capable of "tf 
Im 5, Dignities pOffices 5 and Charges, whatever t 
be, &c. and againſt the very Oath and Protniſe given by this 
French King, 


1. Laltantina 
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'3.  Latantius has obſerved, That the Chriſtians were 
put out of the Protection of the Laws, that they might 
not ſue for Wrongs and Icjucies done ro them; and have 
not the Proteſtants in Fravce received. the like Treatment 
from their Kings their Judges and Magiſtrates being forced 
out-of their places ? So that they ſeldom obtained Juſtice 3 and 
the ſtrongeſt Argument their. Parties uſed againſt them, was, 
That they were Hugonots , which was ſufficient to-make them 
loſe the Cauſe. 


4. After all theſe Vexations and Perſecutions, which ac- 
quired them but very few Proſelites ; the Perſecntors began 
at laſt to take off their Mask, and the Intendgnts of the 
Provinces at the head of the Booted. Miſſionaries, required 
in.the Kings Name, all the Proteſtants to abjure their Re- 
ligion, as the old Perſecutors commanded at! the Chriſtians 
t9-return to their Ancient Inſtitution. I will not trou- 
ble my Reader with a thouſand inſtances of this nature, 
which I could give, but 1 cannot forbear mentioning what 
happened at Bergerac in Perigerd, where I was by chance at 
that very time. Tis a pretty conſiderable Town, ſituared 
upon the River Dordoigne y and the moſt part of its Inha- 
bitants were Proteſtancs; they had ſuffered in 1682. a 
great Perſecution, and with ſo much Courage and ſteady 
Reſolution, th:it only two Hygonots, as | was informed, 
did forſake their Religionz and that Church was lookd 
upon by the Perſecutors, as. a neſt 'of Hereticks, and which 
was likely ro make the greateſt Reſiſtance , therefore they 
deſigned to atrack it in an extraordinary manner. The Mar- 
quis de Boufflers, Commander in chief of the French Kings 
Forces in Aquitaine, went with the Intendant , and two Bl- 
ſhops, at the head of five or (ix thouſand Men; they fet out 
Guards round about the Town, . and in the Streets, and no 
body was ſuffered to come out; and aftewards they called 
together the Inhabitants into the Town-houſe, where the In> 
tendant male them a fine Speech. Becauſe the thing 
ſeemed to me very extraordinary, I went in_imong the 
Croud-, and | heard the /ntendant tell them among other 
things , That the King his Maſter” being perſnaded of _ ob- 

Inacy 
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Pinacy..5n ;continsing thier. Separation from the Church withone 
.any grounds ,.. be. was reſolved out of bis Royal Mercy to reconcile 
them to ber Holy Communion, and that therefore they muſt 5: 
ther voluntarily renounce their Hereſy, or they ſhould be compelled 
to do it according to the . precept of. the Goſpel, One may eaſily 
gueſs what.-a cruel Stab theſe words were to the hearts of 
theſe poor Inhabitants; and yet with a noble Brayery they 
Teturn'd . him this Anſwer, That their Fſtates and Lives 

being in the power of the King, they were reſolved to 
-wndergo all manner of hardſhips as to them , but God alone 
being the Maſter of their Conſciences , they would rather ſuffer 
4 thouſand Deaths, thart renounce his true Religion which they 


profeſſed. 


5. 'I have obſerved how the Primieve wh apron ſeeing 
that notwithſtanding all their Perſecutions, the Chriftiang 
ſtill ſtood firm to their Rules, praftiſed more and more 
upon them all manner” of 'Cruelties; and Laftantizs gives 
this following Deſcription of .the horrid Puniſhments 
they condemned many Chriſtians to. They were, ſays he, 
firſt chained to a Poſt, then there'was a gentle Fire ſet un- 
der. the Soles of their Feet, by which all the Callas of the 
Foot was ſhripel'd up, till at laſt it fell off from the Bones 
then Flambeaux were lighted and put out, and while they 
were hot, clapt to all the parts of their Bodies, that ſo they 
might, be tortured all over; and care was taken to keep 
them alive as long as was poſſible, os Crate, cold Water 
on their Faces, -and every now and then giving them ſome. 
what to cool and refreſh their Mouths, leſt otherwiſe the 
Violence of the Miſery they ſuffered , ſhould quite dry up 
their Throats, and ſo .choak them, - Thus their Sufferings 
were lengrhned.out whole days, till at laſt their Skin being 
guite:conſumed by the Fire, it reached their Vitals, and then 
a great Fire was kindled, into which they were thrown, and 
fo their Bodies were burnt to Aſhes, and their Bones that 
were not , wholly deſtroyed , were gathered ' and' ground- 
ed to Powder, and then thrown into ſome River, or elſe in- 
to the Sea.” Truly the lively Pifture of this horrid Tor- 
ment. is, very, diſmal and hjdeous. And were 1 as 'Eloquene 
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as Lactentiur, or at leaſt, capable of potting what Mons 
Geur Claude hath faid of che Sufferiogs of the French Prote- 
ſtants into a graceful Tura'm Engbſh. I would undertake 
to. make as frightful a Portraicture as this of that famous 
Writer. . 

The Iifernal Miſſionaries ſet on foot, ſays he, to convert 
the | French Proteſtants did with a thouſand Blaſphemies, 
and execrable Oaths , hang up Men and Women by their 
Hairs of their Head, or downwards by their Feet'in the ſmoak 
of wet Hay, where they were almoſt choaked to Death; and 
when they had taken them down, and let them come a little 
to themſelves, if they would not then turn Papiſts, they 
hung them up again. | 

They pinched their Beards of, and their Hairs of their 
Heads, -till they had made an abſolute Depilation. 

They threw them into great Fires, and when they were 
half roaſted, took them up again, and tying them under the 
Arm-pits, dipped them in cold Water again and again,. till 
they had made them promiſe to renounce their Hereſy. They 
tied up ſome others (like Criminals, who were to foffer the 
Rack) and then with a Funnel poured ſtrong Wines down 
their Throats, till its Vapours getting up into their heads 
had almoſt drowned their Reaſon , and' then they asked 
them .to be reconciled to-the Church. They ftrip'd them 
ſtark naked, and after a thouſand horrid Indignities , [the 
ſtack all their Bodies with Pins. They mangled others in a mo 
ſtratge manner with Pen-knives ; and their Inhumanity went 
ſo far, as to take them by the Noſe with hot Tongs ,-tiH 
they forced them to, a compliance. They ſtruck | others 
with Sticks, and when they were almoſt dead, - carried them 
into the Churches, where their bare Preſence was taken for 
A formal Abjuration. They kept them from fleeping for fe- 
ven or eight days together, either 'by throwing freſh Wa- 
ter on their Faces, or by making a horrid Noiſe with Drums 
or Kettles. If they could find any Sick, they cauſed 'the 
Drums to be beat round their Beds, and ſo obliged thoſe 
miſerable Creatures to renounce their Religion, Sometimes 
they tied Parents and Husbands to Bed-poſts , and then 


would attempt to Raviſh their Daughters, and their Wives ,- 
C before. 
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-lars,” which 1 bope are fofficient to prove, that I.could make 
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They pulled. their Nails off their hands 
and Feet, which is the mol and ſenſible Pain'ima- 
ginable4 and 'if any of them ; they were drawn! to the 
common Lay-ſtalls, and there eaten up by Dogs, and other 
Beaſts. 364 ' | 

FE fhould never have-done, if 1 were-to give.in{Retail an 
Account of-all the Barbarities commirted on the-Frexch Pro- 
teſtants; therefore I will content my ſelf with theſe particu- 


as'gaſtly a'PiCture of the Perſecution of our Age, as Laan 
t14 has done of that of the Primitive Chriſtians. - But if this 
be not enough, I refet my Reader to a'Book, called, The 
Complaints of the perſecuted Proteſtants in France,” at whith the 
\Freach-King-was ſo offended , that at the defire of his Mini- 
ſter here at-our Court, it was publikly burnt in the late 
Kinp's time, : y 


16,,'To make an- exatt Parallel between the Modern and 
Ancient Perſecutors , 'it remains'only to inquire further, 
whether the Books of the Holy Scripture have not been [burnx 
by the French King's orders, as well as by ZMaximianss But 
this 1 think will be ont-cf queſtion, fince we have: hete ſo 
many thouſand Witneſks, who can all atteſt the 'txoth of 
that horrid Impiety ; for tho 1 have ſeen it with my own Eyes, 
1 do not idefire to'be believed upon my: fipgle Word of 
Ceſtim6ny." | 
-4''bave ſufficiently made: out the Parallel I promiſed be. 
eweenithe French King, and the Perſecutors of the Primitive 
h. I'haye;ſhewed that they were alike in their Tem- 
pers} and in) their Actions, that the pretences of their Per. 


. 
5 
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' Keution' have 'been the ſame, and that they haye/ made uſe 


of the like Methods to compaſs their. deſign. 1 muſt. ne 
veftheleſs obſerve, that thoſe Ancient Monſters:cannot pre- 
tend *to' come up to the late.-heights of Cruelty, but muſt 
yield therein to the French King ; they perſecuted the Chri- 
ſtians , 'becanſe 'they denied their "Gods to be Gods, and 
maintained that 'fome of them had never been, and that 
the others were vicious Men; and dead long ago: We kyow, 


days Tertullian to them, where ſome of your Gods are buried. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides ; | they. were: not. probibited-by the Laws of "their 
Gods, to, be, eryel, cowands"the Chriſtians 3 but en-ithe. cor 
LAY ;, ; Lattarta . obſeryeth., That Apollp being conſulted 
by; Dioclefpan adviſed him to. perſecure (thera with the laſt 
Seyerity , '-which maketh their Perſecution a little excuſa- 
ble: But what can excuſe ,the French King's Cruelty ? Do 
the Proteſtants deny the God the: Papiſts worſhipi, I mean 
the Father, the Son ,, and the Holy Ghoſt, te be the troe 
God? If they ſay with them; That he; Son is. dead for our 
Sins3 \do not they ifay alſo , That he roſe! again from: the 
dias? Had-the French King been 19. cautious as Driocleſaart, 
that is, had he conſulted the holy Word of his God, he 
would have ſeen how contrary the Meekneſs and Charity 
of that, is to his Cruelty and Perſecution. And 1 dare ſay, 
that” if ke had conſulted Zrnocent the XI. who was to have 
been his God upon Earth; I doubt very much, whether he 
would: haye  adviled..him Ro < be fo barcharons towards” his 
own Subjects. I'll add but a Refleftion about the, Books of 
the' Holy Scriptore'which have been burne by the* Ancient 
and, Modern \Perſecutorss:; apd 1 fay\ that the Meximiens, 
the Diocleſiang, &c. i looking ypgn hols, Books as Impjous 
and Blaſphemons againſt thelt Gods; £e were leſs crimi- 
na}'in condemning: them'to the fire!, thtan' the Freveh King , 
who ,. it \he be a. Chrijſtjan.3 cannot look" vpan the, Prote- 
ſtant __ ſome Reſpect and Reveregtce, bezng the 
Law, and"ghie Will of his'God,- notwithſtanding the few in 
conliderable Alcerations: they pretend we haye made in our 
Tranſlation; © © 
The Perſecution of the French Proteſtants having been 
ſo'yiple:t as we have feefi, according to this Vulgar Axibm, 
Nikhil violent eff dinturmem 3 it {hould not have laited a yery 
topg time, and yer'it-bath continued ſome five! and- tywen-' 
ty years: 07 More, *( but eſpecially fibce/! rhe tate 'King 
Charles's' Death) without abatinng any,'thing of its Rigour 
and Cruelty. ; It was: thought Mio ,:that the French King 
being: ſo! taken up in. defardibg} himielf againſt 'fo many 
Enemies; might have cop his: Apger: for a while, bur'we 
were mightily miſtakeo,'for! becevery day increaſes his Rage 
and Fury againſt them , -becauſ© he looks upon them [as-his' 
ry C 2 neareſt, 
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rank anda i er mad them- Tuffe 
| cutions and » e--them- v, 
yt gle ſoon: an "with the” Engliſh,-ig' caſe - of .. 
Deſcent. Every new year affords ark Bar rivios5z4l 
eſpecially this, ifor. the Proteſtants haye been dealt with 
more ſeyerely it all pagts of France this aſt, than they had 
been the.ehree or four years before, It ſhes however that 
the Lower; Hquitejptb bas been. this Scene of Their greateſt In- 
humanities; ;and-;a true Relation theteof\ being come -in- 
to:my hands, I amMeſired. to publiſh (ingrand:as willing to 
ordtity ſo' reaſonable a Requell mw Account is- as ' fol: 
lows. 


ieving that after the many 
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A Faithful Heevine of the Renewed Oo fectitn of 
the Proteſtants in rt Aquitaine: - Collefted 
- Ot %; everal Letters, written by known Pets 
ſons from- that Provmge:; and taken from the 
Depoſitionwmate by. a Gentleman. nel arrived; 


. fromthoſe' Parts, who for his Refigion ſake has 
had - bis Houſe pulled down, a Ne ged to the 


__ and waſy* bung 'upin Bf 55 


| nes ahd Genſac are Two Towns' ſcituated upon the 

Riyer Dordoigne, and Dwras upon. the little River Droe. 

This laſt is not ſo conſiderable as-the other Two, for. 
the Number of the Iahabitants , but It is no leſ#in all other 
Points,.. being'a Putchy,; and the pt ipal ſeat of the Duke of 
Duras, Brother to che'Earl of Fever Saintefoy had, be- 
fore the repealing of the Edidt'o 3, 'a Church of o_op 
Three thouſand C ts, Genſac Two thouſand., and 
Dare: only butFive hundr bat theſe were thb moſt confide- 
—_ ce Tomy. (FO os, 3 with the others, fell. 
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under the Mercileſs violence of the Dragoons ; and for three or 
four Years together, ſhewed a yery weak fearfulneſs; but fince 
that time, it hath pleaſed God, they have recovered. their Spi- 
Tits, as many others have done in that Province, and have de. 
nied going to Maſs. Being however unſatisfied in their Conlci- 
ences, and weary of being longer withheld from their ſpiritu- 
al Devotions of praying to God together, they made the laſt 
Year ſeveral Aſſemblies in fome private Houſes ; where they 
performed all the exerciſes of their Religion, with one of thoſe 
couragious Miniſters that were ſent thither ro Preach «under tz 
Groſr, And they continued their Meetings for ſome time, but 
in a very peaceful way,and with a mind as far from all edition, 
as the Witneſles againſt them have ſince teſtified and declared 
though after this diſcovery they have been dealt with as Cri- 
minals of Srate. The Aſſembly of Duras was the firſt diſco- 
yered ; whereupon Mr, Duqueſne Lieutenant Criminal of Neras 
was ſ2nt thither by the Intendant of the Province. Many In- 
formations were brought in before that Magiſtrate, and War- 
rants Iſſued out againſt the-moſt conſiderable Inhabitants , 
who wiſely foreſeeing what was like then to befal them, en- 
deavoureg to make their eſcape : Three men however were un- 
happily taken, viz. Meſſicurs Conſtans, Beſcete, and la Roche, 
who was formerly the Readec and Schoolmaſter of the ſaid 
Church, with Three Gentlewomen, viz. Mrs, Elizabeth and 
Mary Gentillet, Siſters, and one Mrs. Barbote. 

heſe Six Priſoners were brought into the Priſon of the 

Town-houſe of Bordeaux, and thence into the Gaol of the 
Parliament ; where that la Roche, being a fearful man in his 
Temper, was eaſily frighted by the Judges, infomuch, - that 
under promiſe of Pardon, he was prevaild with to dil+ 
cover all thoſe who! had been in thoſe Meetings: Where- 
upon ſo many Warrants were iſlued out, that the Town 
of Duras was almoſt become a Deſert by the flight of 
the Proteſtants who were to be ſeized. The Intendant, with 

the Senrſchal of Aquitaine, Condemaed the faid Conſtars 
and Beſcete to ghe Gallies, the firſt for his Life, and the 
laſt for Five Years only : But before both of them were 
to make, as they call it, L'amende honnorable , the Three 


Women were Condemned to this laſt Puniſhment, To be 
| D ſhayen 
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ſhaven by- the Hangman, and afrerwatds ſhut up for their 
Lives ia the Manufacture , which' is a kind of Bridewell. 
Mcffieurs Comſtens, and Beſcete, made their Honourable Amend 
at Berdeakx ; but becauſe this: Puniſhment is uaknown here 
- In England, 1 think it riot amiſs'to relate the manner of ir. 
Theſe poor Gentlemen bare headed and” bare feeted, and 
almoſt Naked, having but a courſe linnen Shirt upon their 
back; having beſides a Halter on their necks, a burning Torch 
in their hands, the Hangman at their heels, were lead'in tha 
Garb from the Jailof the Palace through the ſtreets as. far as 
the Square of St. * Audrews Church, which is as far, as from 


he was to Hang them at his returo, Notwithſtanding theſe 
hard uſages, and the rigors of the Seaſon ; they ſhewed ne- 
vertheleſs an humble, modeſt, and chearful Conftancy and Pa- 
tience z which made ſo great an impreſlion upon the very | Ene- 
mies of their Religion, chat they could nos forbear their Tears, 
and ſome of them ſaid, on are called to Glorifie God by their 
AMartyr dom. Mr. Conſtans leerned ftilt more firm than his Fel- 
low-ſuffererz for beinz- asked by the Judges, Whether he 
had not been in thoſe unlawful Aſſemblies 2 -He did not deny 
it, but anſwered undavntedly, T hat he had been there many times, 
and thvt he would go again if he could, which was the oecafion of 
the increaſing of his Puniſhment. I'have faid, that the Judges 
or per la Reche bis pardon, and therefore he was dif- 
milled. | 
A little while after the taking of theſe Priſoners at Dwras, 
ſeveral Perſons of Saintefoy and Genſac were ſeized for the ſame 
account , and the 21f. of February laſt they were removed 
' from the Priſons of thoſe places into the Jail at Bordeawx. 
Amongſt them were Monheut Pages ds Margneyron, and his Las 
dy. He was a Gentleman very Fadicious, Pious, and' Charita- 
ble, mightily beloved by the People , and by the Perſons of 
Quality with whom he lived very hon6urably; he had bot 
one Son, who being eſcaped fromthe Dragoons, was kill'd in 
Ireland in Their Majeſties Service, being an Officer in- one of 
the French Regiments of Fooxg, Commanded: by Brigadeer 
la Meloniere, His Lady had a great dealof Wir, Piety, Zeal, 
and Charity, and they were a mutual comfort one tothe other, 
as 


Chariag-Croſs to Ludgate; the Hangman telling them, that + 
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as long as they were together in the ſame Priſon; but'though 
they were ſeparated about the time of their J{zmear, that {ad 
affliction did nor lefſen their- Conſtancy. - Nothing was: 'fors! 
gotren to ſhake them, and they weretryed both with promiſes 
and rhreatnings, but always in vain. This obliged their-Perſe- 
cntors to fall vpon other methods, and knowing how dear” 
Monſieur Margueyron was to his Wife , they endeavoured to 
abuſe her tenderne(s co win him. Therefore they promifed her 
the life of her Husband, it ſhe would follicite him to renovunce 
his Religion + but inſtead of doing it, ſhe ſent a Friend to ani- 
mite him to ſtand our firm, and not to hely'the Character of 
a ;Chriſtian 3 adding withal , that ſhe ſhould certainly dye 
with Grief, if he had any weakneſs, A Kowir Catholick, 
her Friend, being preſent, -did blame her for fo deſperate- 
ly adviſing her Husand;burt ſhe anſwered him, That ſhe would ra- 
ther fer her. Hitrh and (tho v6ry ear to ber) burning 1n a fitt,” than 
hear that ht* had been ſo weik,, 48; to | change his'Religion. 
As ſoon as her Husband was condemned , ſhe was told of it, 
indthat he likewiſe had notice to prepare for it 5 thereupon 
ſhe inquired only, how he had received that advice; and 
hearing that it was with a great deal of Courage, and with 
an; undaunted firmneſs, ſhe ſhewed an extream Joy, and: fal- 
fing' on her Knees, 'returned* her thanks to the Almighity, 
befeectting, him with a- Chriſtian fervency, - to inflame- more 
and more his. Refignation and Courage” to:the'very end of 
his Life. She declared beſides, That her Tears did not pro- 
eeed from any natural Weakneſs, bit only from-a deep Sorrow, that 
God had not thought her worthy to ſuffer for his Glory unto Blood, 
and 19 bt the Fellow: ſufferer of her Hushand;, that ſhe would have 
looked ont as a $reet happineſs to her, had (be been to aye with 
him, for the Glory of him-who-had given bis-Life for their Salva- 
tion, that nevertheleſs [he was Jy ped 10 gruets the! Saviour of her 
Soul, the' Life of the Husband be had given her for the, com- 
fort'of her own ; 'kwowing that if they were ſeparated for a while, 
they ſhonld be rejayned far ever in the fellowſhip of the Glory, 
where they ſhould nerther have Enenues P foat, non Tribulationts 
rnderp o. WO UNO? 011 | 
Tire Husband on his fide ſhewed the Conſtancy-and the Re- 
Fenation of a Martyr, and: anfwered ſtoutly,- That with God's 
Grace he hoped to fight, and to ſtand ont to the end. The 


(. 2:2.) 
"The Judges were not a little perplexed at this Gentlemang 
"Tryal,- becauſe they were told, that-he was not to dye, the 
'King's Declaration condemning to;death only chole that were 
taken. in the Fat, (that is; in che Aſſemblies , and not thoſe 
whb, as Monſieur Margaryron, were-indifted for having been 
there. The matter was plain , and the Judges had nothing to 
ſay againſt it, but on the contrary they confeſled , That ao- 
cording to the Written-law be was not to dye ; but that according 
to the Oral Order they had recezued thereupon , and which was 
 Prronger than the Law it ſelf, he aught to ſuffer death... Traly the 
Judges were ia theright, to ſpeak of that Oral Order, for we 
are certainlyginfotmed, that he was condemaed; by an expreſs: 
Order of the King's Council. Th 
\- The very morning he was removed from Bordeaux t0 Sainte- 
Fay, the;place of his Execution, all deyout Perſons gave bim 
a-viſie/as; the Priſon, and ye. are-told , \that many, Letters. 
could hardly contain the. good [things he.told\ them, jp 
the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and as go his Reſig- 
nation to the Will of God, They were ſo much/affefted with 
his admirable Diſcourſes, and ſo paſſionately moved by his 
ſmiling Countenance, that none could ſpeak a watd to'com- 
fort or incourage himz but truly-be had no need of it, having 
had the Holy: Ghoſt for -bis Comforter to his ead. - . When-he 
was brought''out of the Priſon of Bordeaux, there was above 
two thouſand Perſons about bim, ſome weeping, ſome admi- 
ring + his'- firm; and chearful Countenance , and ſome others 
ſaying, See bow be out-brave: the King with bis ſmiling Face. 
A Prief obſerving; his placid looks under the heavineſs of his 
Chains, could not forbear-his Tears, -nor ſaying to thoſe that 
were :about hio,j. The, Hugonots can boaſt that they bave 4 
Martyr inhim. And indeed, had; not that Gentleman and his 
Lady ſhewed fach Conſtancy and Patience, they, would have 
degegerated from the Piety of their Anceſtors, who have 
been always zealouss for their Religion , and of whom two 
have. ſuffered Martyrdom - formerly ,.as.may -be ſeen in the 
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That Glorious Coufellor going out of his Priſon, Save his 

 Rlaffing to all he mer 'i9/hig way, (ſaying to-thoſe he ſaw'com- 
paſſionately weeping for his Sufferiogs, Don't weep for me, but 


| _— \ : 


for”, - 


( 23) 
IVeep for your ſelves,” and takg care to live better hereafter, than you 
have dane hitherto \) adding, That his life was notat all dear to 
bi, -proyided. be could run out his Race with-Joy,, as he 
baped” her ſhould do. - Thodis Chains were exceeding heavys. 
yes ontmight:ke. in his-fdce a-pleaſant chearfulneſs,, hke that: 
we. May-abfedve-in otticr:tven when; they are advanc'd-to ſome: 
high and-noble Dignity. The Three Gentlewomen of Duras, 
we: before ſpoke of, who were Condemned to make their Ho 

aurable Amand in their own Towa, and in the ſight of their 
Rejations's (that ſo their Puniſhment might appear the more 
infameus-) \were brought out-of Jail,- atthe ſame time with 

Monfitar , Margueyron, being, faſtned; one to agother, and ſea. 
along with him to; Sairefoy, attended by ſeyeral Bailiffs, and; 
the Hangmane Their defign in this was to frighten: thoſe Gal- 

lant and Chriſtian Souls from their firſt Conſtancy, by making 
them ſpectators of th Neath and Sufferings of chat Gracious 

Martyr i but God be'praiſed , they were rather the more 

ſtrengthned/ by: what. thoſe; Miſcreants thought would be {a 

frghutyl. a fpeRtacle/ to-them,. than any ways-terrified, as we- 

ſhall ſee inthe ſequel of this Relation. P 

Several Perſons went from Bordeaux to Santefoy, to be. wit-. 
neſles of the undaunted Courage and Conſtancy of our n&x- 
goigtobe gloryfied Saint, and 'to ſtrengthen themſelves by his 
holy: Exhortations, as well as by his Example, About; an 
hour before his Death, he ſeat for his Daughtess and; near. Res; 
lations , and acquainted them with ſeveral things they Knew 
not of ; he commanded them above all things, to beſtow as 
much of his Eſtate as they could to the Poor z he exhogted them 
to. ſtand in the profeſſion of the, Truth, for which he was/joy+ 
fully going to reſign his life ; and afterwards he deſired an ac- 
quaintance of his ro let his Iaformer know, that he did hearti- 
ly forgive him, and would dye his Friend. He was Executed: 
at Santefoy in the publick place, on Saturday the 26th. of April 
laſt, New-ftile. Though it was the Market-day, the Shops and 
the Windows were ſhut up, aud there was no body tobe ſeen, 
in, the \Streets but a croud of .poor ſorrowful Peaple, ſayings 

What ſhall we do ? What will become of us? We loſe in this' Great 

Good man our Protefor and Father, The Gallows was incampaſſed, 

round with a Troop of Horſe, and a Company of Foot, yer 

even thoſe coyld-not hinder a wand of Poor people getting, 
git | H 334 | near - 


(024 ) 
near it, (andtamongſt them twoGentlimen ofBerdeeapindiſguiſc)/ 
Of a v1 hear the laſt dying. Speech of our. Martyr, whe 
was braught thichey-with: the three before-mentioned Gentle- 
women ;; and no ſooner was he got = the Ladder; than'he 
ſaid, This i Jacob's ladder, by which I am ng ts Heaven, 
Ne had a-mind-to make a Speech to the People, /but-no-ſoonex 
did he begin to open his Mouth; but the Trampets.and Drums 
began to ſound,that bis words might not be. heard : Thereupen 
he deſired a ſhort ceſſation, wherein to make his Prayers to 

but was allowed none, but was immediately -turn'd off the 
Ladder, pronouncing theſe words of the Royal” Pſalmift, Ito - 
| thine hands Icommu my ſpirity for than haſt redeemed me, O Loyd 
God of truth, Pſal. 3 1. v. 5. His Body was left ppon theGallows 
till the Sunday following at Night, and then at the requeſt of 
the Inhabitants, delivered to one of his Farmers, who Buried 
it in a private place. The ſame day he was Executed, his- 
hovſe was Levelled to the ground, and the materials ofit given 
tothe Prieſt of the Pariſh to inlarge his Charch with, and his ſe- - 
veral Eſtares have been ſeized for the paying of 6000. Livers, . 
to which the charges or Penalties of his Trial amounted. Thus- 
died that Brave and Religious Martyr, without ſhewing any 
weakneſs, or ſ@much as Anger at his Perſecutors ;. but on the- 
contrary; fuch a 'meeknefs' and 'unſhaken conſtancy, that the 
Papiſts themſelyes were heard to fay, That if any-man of their 
Refigion had led ſo Piows a life, as Monſieur Margueyyon had 
—_ and had'dyed in fo Chriſtian a manner, . he would be" in- 
fallibly Canonized. | 

When the ſad News of his death was brought to-his. Wife, 
the ſhewed ſomewhat more than a manly Courage, it being 
without any ſignat all of Human weakneſs, She immediately. 
returned her devout: Thanks to God, for the great ſteadine 
of Reſolution he had given to her Husband, and ſaid 'to- thoſe 
about her, He i now very happy, for he reftuh from his Labours. 
She was. Condemned likewite to aſſiſt at her Husband'sExecuti. . 
on, to be ſhaven by theHangman, and afterwards confined for 
her life in the Mannfafvre of Bordeaux; but either they thought . 
it would be too.Cruel in them to let her ſee the Tragical end of - 
her Husband, or rather they feared by her Bravery 'of Soul - 
ſhe would incourage him the more, and teo much work-upon- 
the Peoples. affections z- they left her in the Priſon of Biydeanx - 
till the Execution of her Husband was oyer. The - 


| . (#5) ) | 
The three 'Gentlewomen that cache alotig with him, havi 
ſeen Monſieer Margneyron's Death without being ia the 


(ſhaken, contrary to their Perſecutor”s tign,, were 


brought from S4inrefoy to Dara, where they made their Hanoy- 
yable Amand on the 28th. of the faid Month of April, being.the 
Market-day *at that place : They had never appeared in-theic 
lives ſo chearful , norhad their faces ever been ſo charming, as 
they ſeemed then in that frightful Garbz the moanful beams' of 
the burning Torch they carried in their hands, did as it were 
Jncreaſe the natural brightneſs of their Eyes z and the wretch- 
ed Halter they bad on their necks, was a much more fine-and 
glorious fight, than'a Pearl or Diamond Necklace. We. have 
.rold you in the beginning of this Relation, that ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Duras who bad been Indifted, had made their Eſcapes z 
they were Summoned, but not having appeared, they were 
Condemned by Our-lawry to be Hang'd, and to be Haog'd im- 
mediately in Effgie till they could be found ; inſomuch, that 
on that very day thoſe Gentlewomen Glorih:d God by their 
Sufferings at Duras, Four Gentlemen and a Gentlewoman 
were Hang'd up in Effgie, viz. Monſieus Fontanete and his Wike, 
Monfieur Peynay, Advocate in the Court of Parliament, Mon» 
ſieur Afcheaw a Merchant, and Monſieur de Peyferier Gentle- 
man, 'who is newly atrived here ia England, and from whom 
we have ſome patticulars'of this Relation z and the ſame day 
alſohis houſe, in which they uſed to have their Religious Al- 
ſemblies; was pulled down,” The Three Gentlewomen were 
brought back to Bordeaux, and being ſhaven by the Hangman, 
they were ſhut pp in the Mamfaure, where they ſhew the like 
Patience, Conſtancy, and Cheatrfulnefs, as they did -in theic 
former Suffcrings. 

The Perſecutors have been no leſs rigorous to the Charch of 
Genſac, than to the two former. Many Perſons were Indicted, 
and one of them called John de Lande, being taken, has beea lene 
to the Galkes for Three Years. Seven others thatare fled, baye 
been Condemned by Out-lawry to be hang'd, amongſt whom 
are thefe'Gentlemen, Meſſiewrs Belleueue de Durege, de Bellefands, 
de_Pialle, and Peyriere de Gentillos , whoſe Houſes have been 
pulled down, 
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the Blood of the Martyrs)stheſeed, of the Churchz and we 
hear alfo that comfortable truth upon this occaſion :- We are 
told that .the Death -of Monſieur Margaeyron, together with 

*che'geneto {oufefiant of thoſe Confeſſors, we have already 


. " 


again into their former weakneſs. Several Perſons of Nerac, 
and of *Lygoules near Bergerac are alſo Perſecuted, and ſome 
taken, though ſentence has not been. pronounc'd againſt them, 
"for otiptit we can yet leatn 3 and we are informed ;by che laſt 
"piblick accounts, that the Perſecution: continneth there with 
"2 yery great fury, as well as in; all other Pcovinces of France. 
' T would here pur an end to this Diſcourſe, but that I promi- 
ts _ "ſed to make ſome few RefizAions upon the unreaſonable. fond- 
"neſs of a certain hot Party amongit us, for the Freqch King; tho 
"they at the ſame time pretend co be both true Engliſhmert and 
ood Proteſtants: Indeed their proceedings are-{o. ed: and 
avagant, that future Ages will hasdly believe what we' ſee 
with our own Eyes. "Thele. Gentlemen would fain perſwade 
the World, that the Perſecutions in Frexce haye not been ſo 
violent as we have been informed, and that, the French King 
hath now chang'd his mind, -and iy become another man ;- Byt 
A what can be more idle, ridiculous, and impertinent, than this 
» 'ſaffof theirs ? Would, they with a Brazen, brow, give the lye 
roſo mahy Thoofands of Witneſſes, and fo-our own eyes too? 
-But what new varniſh can they figd to put upqn this laſt Perſe- 
cution ? 'Truly if' theFrench,King hath now changed his mind, 
he myſt have been exceeding violent indeed, france the very 
dregs of his Fury are till ſo terrible 3 Fot what more Cryel can 
be imagined, than to put a Gentleman to-a vile and infamous 
death'; to fend ſo many others to the Gallies, and to condemn 
.ethers'to ſhamefal Puniſhmetit, upon the, bare pretence' that 
they have met together to Pty to God, notwithſtanding his 
prone fo hard treatment may, not he calld aPerſecutioo, 
{F do'not know then what may deſerve that name : :and on the 
contrary, if this be meeknels and gentleneſs, 1 cannot impgine 


what that is which 'wecall Inhumanity.” 
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I would beg leave to'ask our Murmurets only twacqueſtidns. 
2, How is it poſſible thatia "Tyrant, who' has fo cruell y perſe- 
\cuted the Rfoteſtants/in his' own -Kingdom ; who,has:pulled 
down ſo many of 'their Churches, pat to: Yeath ſo2many men 
vpon/ account - of Religion only 44h, /further !yet:,, hinats, 
-That' he himſeF hath almoſtroereUSht theHereſie ;- andimhttd 
ſtill continves his” Rage and Fury-againſtial{ the Protefſbines 
'that are foand "17 his *Dominions; ' Fay, How is it. poſſible, 
that ſuch-.a man. can ever be the:Prbtettor of the Choitch of 
\England, as our Grumbling-Creiw call tim 2! Perhbpiinbby 
"Will abſ[werg That-the French Hug ones have notibeen ned With 
ſo-muth- ſeverity hpon the accounr of: their: Religion. merely, 
. bat becauſe -the French King found: them dangerous. toþis 
-Grandure and his-State, havingi ſtrong/ ſulpicions of their: Fi- 
delity ;but let. them\prove whar' they. fay, :-4 wonld fainkaow 
what Pubſitk: AQ-ox/Declaration they: can lihGance: iÞ g-anfl 
whether” they have -any- Witneſſes: that will :fay; the: Booted- 
M:ſviariet' have -eveti required fromthe #uovns a greater 
\Teit: of their Fidetiry, than they had! befbre,, ut balp their 
forcing them''to go ro/Miſs. Every body:knows, that this 
French King owes'his Crown to thoſe very Proteſtants he has 
ſo cruelly uſed-5/ and-oonſequently, that/their Fidelity :could 
not be in the leaſt callatiinto queſtion.” But 3f:che\Erench King 
aimed not at the Extirpation of he Protctans; Religion; why 
doth he ſay in his Letters and Memorials againſt the Emperer 
' and the King of Spain, that irwas: his intention 2 Why hath 
he deſtroyed the: Churches of! @nexge, and fore'd his Majeſty's 
'Subjets, as well as his own, to forſake-:their Religions and-t0 
go to Maſs ?' And why-þath he comptlled the Duke of: Saw 
to deſtroy the /axdois, as his Royal Highneſs has publicklygde- 
clared? The Frexeb/King having then. declared: War againſt 
all the Proteſtants of: the !'World,' I-thovght the Char & of 


. England had not been excepted;:andil, was-induced yo-that 


belief, by the Meaſures the jate King bad thken with: him, ,ef- 
fetually to deſtroy it 5: but being now aſſured by ſome, that 
he is the Proteftor of it; 1: am 4urprized at ſuck a wonder{yl 
Chaogey and this is the firſt: Pbovmerony the S0Juzgiogn gf whihh 
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ita by or par Date ics of theearth; 
lacks their very blood and marrow from them, co ſatisfie 
-his'vaſt; Ambitior; ar bis impure Luſtsand Pleaſures, and who 
Kctifices them to his leaſt lncereſt 'or Vanity : The Enemy of 
Mankigdy the lavadec of. biy Neighbours; A Prince, if- 4 may 
call tim-ſo, who bas ever: nee t6he8 [iave ta ks,/Oatbs or 
"Treaties 3 ard bn whom, t f em he: > 0d) all that is 
ſacred amongſt men, has nomenner of Fixes ar Power z, to uſe the 
very words of 'the King-of Spain, in his. Letter.ro the Pope, 
In aword, If it be: e for an Engliſhman, who loves the 
Alatereſt of his Nation, to wiſh for a aag-of the Charatter of 
his French King, wo be his Abſolute Lord and Maſter ? 
'Till theſe: men. will be pleaſed to anſwer me theſe 


upon them : And as to the ficſt, Liay, Thatthe French King 
Is not the Protetor of the Church of Englend, and that his Ido- 
laters who give him that magnificent /Litle, prevaricate, and 
make uſe of ſome equivoration; far'they muſt mean another 
Church far different from that here eſtabliſhed by the Laws: of 
ans Ours needs no other Prote&ion, than that of 
Their Majeſties 5 and ſurel am, the Gentlemen | ſpeak of, are 
'Papift#4n their hearts, notwithſtanding their ſo much affeted 
outward ſhew of Proteſtantiſm, if they have any Religion at 


(all. "As to the ſecond Query, oben ptr» n-gnes 
who loverb the true of bis Nation, ta woſb bis Maſter might 
be a'man of the Chavaiter of this French King ? I anſwer, No: 
And therefore by the reaſons contained in the Query, I cog- 
clude, That the Mucmurers- are either Fools, or Enemies of 
this Countrey : Now to ſay they are the former, I confeſs it 


_ 'would ſeema little too hard a Cenfure, and 1 ſhould wrong 


ral of them, whom 1 know tobe men of Parts. They ate 
fond of (themſelves, that fare 1 am, they would mych rather 


be called Enemies rothis Nation. Arid tho .Complaiſance fs 


oppolite to my temper, yet for their ſakes I muſt upon this oc- 
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b caſion force my xtacfinGatcs, and agree nie wet 
this laſt Charater is ore ſbirable to _—_ 
that of A Arey 
| oten Pele ab Exact F 
; _— ; Ying ſomething of the MD Dearh th; that DMMON- - 
ly attends the Enemies of 'the'Church. © God has in all kges 
_—_ made manifeſt the ſevere Judgments he exerciſes upon dom. 
The Relation of the Deaths A _ Primitive Ptrſecuors,urit-- 
ten by Lelgnjcr witch Lhave fo oken qua ed, is ſo frightful, 
that: the canſiderat end, ought; one 
would thinky to'd by _ Perſecuting for the fu- 
| ture 4 and la the” Prench Ring but refleed upon their Fate, . 
and ttie Tragick Deaths of his own: \ Kocaſtord, I doubt very: 
much, whether. he would. have:taken fo dangerous acourſe, King: 


bong 24. who had ſworn to ſee Ann Dubowry a Proteſtant, 


arhe-ſtake, received a wonnd in one of his 
eyes a few days befote, from the Earl,of Montgomery, of 
which be dyed 11 dayy: after.'. Frances the 24 who: was" very 
| ſevere upon the Hugonots, _—_ ſuddenly. Charles the gth, who - 
| cauſed the ſaid Mugonots to be fo barbaronſly murthered at the 
| Bloody and Memorable Maſſacfe at” Parts; atlaſt drowned 
"1 himſelf in his own blood. Henry the 4, ,no.. Jets. cruel. than : 
his Brother, wag. killed by'a Mawks \the-4ab.. who re- 
' nounced the: Pr Rvligion, to-turn Papift, -and- 7 
Bigot, wayfirſt wounded by a Diſciple of the 7eſuirs 
rerwards murdered ig his owt Coach, and in his chief | 
And Lewis the 13th. having endeayoored to-extirpate the Proc. 
teſtants, died miſerably, ( as ſome ſay ), being caten up by 
> Vermin. Lewisthe1 45h. is not yer dead, . and fo 4 cannot tell 
what will be his fate; but I would. adviſe him to conſider 
the dreadful of Galerins Maximian;. he was viſited by” 
God with an Ulcer in his ſecret Parts, and dyed. afterwards in 
> | & a moſt miſerable manner. The French. King is extreinely like- 
to that- Ancient: Perſecutor, let him fear leſt his Fiftuls does 5 
not prefage to Ore ſameFare, .-** OS + 
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